A choroidal amyloid-rich neuroendocrine tumor: initial manifestation of Cushing syndrome.
A 57-year-old man with a history of hepatic adenocarcinoma was referred 3 years after his diagnosis with a choroidal tumor in the right eye. Results of a transscleral excision biopsy revealed the tumor to be an amyloid-rich neuroendocrine metastasis. The patient subsequently developed cushingoid features and investigations revealed ectopic corticotropin syndrome, an elevated urinary 5-hydroxyindoleacetic acid level, and neuroendocrine metastasis in several locations. The choroidal neuroendocrine metastasis stained negative for serotonin and corticotropin. The source of the ectopic corticotropin and the location of the primary tumor have not been found. This case demonstrates that disseminated neuroendocrine tumors may rarely cause ocular lesions before systemic endocrine sequelae arise.